
EMPTINESS
CSUF PARKING STRUCTURES DURING THE COVID-19 

PANDEMIC.



Finding a parking spot at CSUF during peak times was 
like finding a coin dropped on the beach. Finding it took per-
sistence and luck. Or at least it used to be this way, before the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

There are more than 7,700 parking spots on campus, 
which seems like a lot, until you realize there are more than 
40,000 students. Get Tuffy reporters went into the war zones 
– err, parking lots – before the pandemic to find out just how 
CSUF students are coping. As you might guess, their respons-
es as showed a lot of frustration. They call it CSUF’s very own 
Carmageddon. 
 Some students that Get Tuffy interviewed had choice 
words about parking on campus. “I pay $200 or more every 
semester to park here and there are no spaces. Come on, if 
I’m paying that much to park, I should get a spot,” complained 
Carlos Camino, a psychology major from Riverside. “I mean, 
hey, I have to take the 91 to get here. I’ve already been in a 
parking lot for 15 miles. And then I have to sit in 
my car and wait for a spot to open up?”
 While parking on campus is difficult at the 
best of times, it seems especially crazy during the first week of a new semester. 
Klaus Skipper, a physiology major from Redondo Beach, knows why. “That 
first week of the term, forget it,” said Skipper. “Everybody’s afraid they’re go-
ing to get dropped from their classes if they miss in the first week, even though 

everybody knows profs 
don’t do anything the 
first week. It doesn’t 
make sense.”
 Bob Meeds, a profes-
sor in communications, 
said, “I can sympathize 
with students having 
a hard time finding a 
parking place. It’s a real 
issue. I’m okay with 

students emailing. One time, though, I had this student who 
would text me when he was going to be late. I’m in the middle 
of a lecture and he’s texting me. I don’t even know how the 
hell he got my phone number.”
 Janice-Kate Saround, a biology major from Fullerton, 
found a solution. “I have a friend from high school who lives 
not too far off campus. Her parents let me park at her house 
and then I just skateboard the rest of the way. It’s faster than 
parking-spot hunting and I don’t even have to buy a permit.” 
 Students parking off campus is common, according to 
Kip Tally, assistant manager of parking services at CSUF. 
“We get a lot of calls from residents near campus complain-
ing about students parking in the streets and sleeping in their 
cars. There isn’t anything we can do about it. A lot of those 
streets are par permit-only, so they call the cops.”

Although many CSUF students would agree that the 
parking situation is horrible, they oddly miss it now.

Due to the recent COVID-19 outbreak, stu-
dents were ordered to stay home and off campus. 
All classes have changed to mandatory virtual 

instruction.
“CSUF seems like a ghost town and is practically empty,” said Get Tuffy 

photographer Brianna Hicks. She talks about how she does miss coming to 
campus and going to class, even if parking was painful to deal with. 

“We just have to 
keep pushing forward, 
stay home, and find 
things to do that make us 
happy,” Hicks adds.

This is certainly 
an odd time for the park-
ing structures, and the 
students. However, we 
are Titans, we can get 
through anything.

“CSUF SEEMS LIKE A GHOST TOWN AND IS PRACTICALLY EMPTY.”
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